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The Labor Market 1,if ormation Newsletter on Maine Economic Activity 
During the 1980s Household Incomes Rose and 
Poverty Rates Declined in Maine 
According to the 1990 Census of Population and 
Housing, during the 1980s the household struc-
ture of Maine residents became more diverse. 
Between 1980 and 1990, the number of house-
holds in Maine grew by 17 .8 percent. Much of 
that growth was among nonfamily households 
which increased by 34.9 percent, while the 
number of family households grew by 12.0 per-
cent. The changes in living patterns show up 
within the structure of family households as 
well. The number of female-headed families 
with no husband present grew at twice the rate 
of other families, 21.5 percent compared to 10.7 
percent. With more people living alone and in 
broken families, the average household size 
dropped from 2.75 to 2.56 persons per house-
hold. 
Inflation-adjusted median household incomes 
rose a healthy 20.3 percent, from $23,156 per 
year in 1979 to $27,854 in 1989. The gain for 
family households was 19. 7 percent, from 
$27,096 to $32,422. In 1989, 35.1 percent of 
family households had incomes of less than 
$25,000 and 58.1 percent had incomes between 
$25,000 and $74,999. Among nonfamily house-
holds, 71.2 percent had incomes of less than 
$25,000 and 27.1 percent had incomes between 
$25,000 and $74,999. 
Rising real household incomes led many people 
out of the ranks of the impoverished. The num-
ber of people living in poverty declined from 
140,996 in 1979 to 128,466 in 1989, and the 
poverty rate (percent of group in poverty) de-
clined from 13.0 percent to 10.8 percent. Dur-
ing the same period, the number of families 
living in poverty declined from 28,855 to 26,313 
and the poverty rate for families declined from 
9.8 to 8.0 percent. 
Poverty increasingly became concentrated 
among female-headed families during the 1980s. 
In 1989, 48.4 percent of all families living in 
poverty were female-headed compared to 3 7 .4 
percent in 1979. 
The poverty rate among female-headed families 
declined slightly from 30.8 percent in 1979 to 
29.9 percent in 1989, but the number of these 
families living i~ poverty increased by 18.1 per-
cent. For other families, the poverty rate fell 
from 6.9 to 4.7 percent and the number in pov-
erty declined by 24.9 percent. 
Poverty was most severe among female-headed 
families with children. In 1989, the poverty rate 
was 41.6 percent for female-headed families 
with children under the age of 18, and 62.8 per-
cent for those with children under the age of 
five. The comparable poverty rates for other 
families with children were 4.7 and 6.6 percent, 
respectively. (See related graph on page&.) 
by Glenn Mills 
Senior Economic Research Analyst 
Labor Market Information Services 
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Unemployment Insurance Quality Control 
The Maine Department of Labor operates a Qual-
ity Control Program which audits the payment of 
unemployment compensation benefits to deter-
mine the accuracy of those payments. Each week 
twelve payments are randomly selected as an 
audit sample, and approximately 20 hours are de-
voted to reviewing every aspect of a single pay-
ment. The investigators interview the claimant 
and his or her last employer, audit all payroll re-
cords which affect the claim, verify documenta-
tion relative to issues such as pension receipt and 
dependency allowance, and conduct in-person in-
terviews with each employer that the claimant 
listed as a work search contact. 
The investigations for CY 1991 showed the big-
gest category of errors by percentage of dollars 
overpaid was work search issues (42.5 percent). 
Benefit year earnings issues accounted for the 
next largest amount overpaid (26.6 percent) fol-
lowed by eligibility issues (21.2 percent), which 
includes ability to work, availability to work, and 
refusal of jobs or referrals to jobs. 
Responsibility for the overpayments lay mostly 
with the claimants who were the cause of 73.8 
percent of all dollars overpaid. The next largest 
category of responsibility was the agency at 12.2 
percent, followed by instances where the claim-
ant and the agency were jointly responsible for 
7.2 percent. 
Summary of Quality Control Investigations, CY 1991 
Number of Percentage of 95 % Item Dollars Paid Item Confidence Payments Dollars Interval(+/-) 
Population 1,080,860 $168,003,269 Proper Payments 92.6 2.3 
Sample 409 62,202 Overpayments 7.4 2.3 
Underpayments 0.3 0.3 
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Selected Emp oyment Security ctivities MAINE./!!!!! 
JOB'if: 
Unemployment Insurance 
Benefit Payments 
In Millions 
(Total Includes Maine's Portion of Extended Benefits) 
SERVICE, 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Balance 
In Millions 
(End of Month) 
Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE HOURLY ANNUAL AVERAGE 
HOURS EARNINGS HOURLY EARNINGS 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 1989 1990 1991 AREA AND INDUSTRY Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- $457.25 $459.50 $433.32 39.9 40.7 39.5 $11.46 $11.29 $10.97 $9.89 $10.58 $11.08 
Durable Goods----------------------------------- 457.67 464.67 425.72 40.9 41.6 40.2 11.19 11.17 10.59 9.59 10.20 10.61 
Lumber and Wood Products----------------- 380.79 386.40 359.51 41.3 42.0 40.9 9.22 9.20 8.79 8.85 9.10 8.97 
Primary and Fabricated Metals-------------- 445.05 444.44 420.58 43.0 42.9 41.6 10.35 10.36 10.11 9.31 9.98 10.18 
Industrial Machinery and Equipment------ 517.45 538.00 533.66 41.1 41.9 43.6 12.59 12.84 12.24 11.03 11.63 12.43 
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment-- 402.80 394.54 376.84 40.2 41.4 37.2 10.02 9.53 10.13 9.02 9.69 9.91 
Transportation Equipment------------------- 571.05 598.02 495.16 40.5 41.5 39.9 14.10 14.41 12.41 10.80 11.68 12.55 
Other Durable Goods------------------------- 352.22 336.80 344.73 40.3 40.0 40.7 8.74 8.42 8.47 7.80 8.11 8.57 
Nondurable Goods------------------------------ 457.86 456.74 439.96 39.2 40.1 38.9 11.68 11.39 11.31 10.16 10.93 11.48 
Food and Kindred Products------------------ 310.88 314.25 311.87 33.5 33.9 35.4 9.28 9.27 8.81 8.01 8.56 8.76 
Textile Mill Products------------------------- 365.66 374.05 344.74 41.6 42.7 39.9 8.79 8.76 8.64 8.22 8.82 8.82 
Apparel and Other Textile Products------- 250.32 249.90 242.31 33.6 35.7 32.7 7.45 7.00 7.41 7.04 7.38 7.28 
Paper and Allied Products------------------- 700.79 688.61 654.80 43.5 43.5 42.3 16.11 15.83 15.48 14.51 15.16 16.06 
Leather and Leather Products--------------- 300.19 301.60 287.12 35.4 37.7 37.0 8.48 8.00 7.76 6.92 7.44 7.82 
Other Nondurable Goods-------------------- 397.55 391.23 376.00 39.4 39.8 37.6 10.09 9.83 10.00 9.10 9.62 9.85 
PORTLAND MSA 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- 399.47 411.08 389.24 38.3 39.3 37.0 10.43 10.46 10.52 10.53 10.63 10.45 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- 383.96 371..22 361.90 39.1 39.2 38.5 9.82 9.47 9.40 8.50 9.26 9.33 
Female Labor Force in Maine U.S. Consumer Price Index 
in Thousands 
This Last 
BASE PERIOD Month Month 
This Last 
ITEM11 Month Month 
Year 
Ago 
(1982-1984 - 100) All Items (CPI-U) 139.5 139.3 
Year Last 
Ago Dec. 
135.2 137 .9 
Labor Force 293.6 294.3 303.8 
Unemployment 18.6 18.6 16.9 
(Percent) 6.3% 6.3% 5.6% 
Resident Employed 275.0 275.7 286.9 
1J Current figures preliminary; last month and year ago figures revised. 
Source: Female labor force estimates are developed by, and solely the 
responsibility of, the Maine Bureau of Employment Security . 
Percent Change for Past Month ............... . . . 
Percent Change from Last December ........... . 
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago .... . ...... . 
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Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Place of Work (in Thousands) 
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nt 1/---------Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employme 
Goods Producing------------------------
Construction and Mining-------------
Building Construction-----------
Special Trade Contractors ------
Manufacturing-------------------------
---------------
---------------
---------------
---------------
---------------
---------------
Durable Goods---------------------
Lumber and Wood Products---
Primary and Fabricated Metals-
Industrial Machinery and Equipm 
Electronic and Other Electric Eq 
Transportation Equipment------
Other Durable Goods 2/ --------
---------------
---------------
ent--------
uipment----
---------------
---------------
---------------
Nondurable Goods-----------------
Food and Kindred Products----
Textile Mill Products------------
Apparel and Other Textile Prod 
Paper and Allied Products------
Printing and Publishing--------
Rubber and Miscellaneous Pia 
Leather and Leather Products--
---------------
---------------
ucts---------
---------------
---------------
stic Products 
---------------
---------------
Footwear (except Rubber) 
Other Nondurable Goods 3/-----
--------------
---------------
Service Producing------------------------
Transportation and Public Utilities--
Wholesale Trade-----------------------
Retail Trade-----------------------------
--------------
---------------
--------------
---------------
Food Stores-----------------------
Eating and Drinking Places-----
Finance, Insurance and Real Esta 
----------·---
te------------
Banking----------------------------
--------------
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents-----
Services------------------------------
--------------
s-------------Hotels and Other Lodging Place 
Business Services-----------------
Health Services--------------------
--------------
--------------
--------------
Federal Govemment----------------
State and Local Government 4/---
Involved in Labor-Management Dispu 
---------------
tes-----------
:: 
This 
Month 
502.2 
111.5 
17.6 
4.4 
10.1 
93.9 
41.2 
9.3 
3.1 
4.3 
7.2 
13.0 
4.3 
52.7 
7.2 
6.1 
3.0 
16.8 
5.4 
3.2 
9.9 
8.1 
1.1 
390.7 
21.7 
ti 
21.9 
99.8 
18.0 
30.8 
25.3 
9.9 
11.0 
123.5 
7.1 
12.7 
46.7 
17.7 
80.8 
0.0 
'$'''' 
'"' 7,: < ·.:,':': C:'\i :''Ji: ::·:~: .,.>: 
STATEWIDE 
Last Year 
Month Ago 
500.3 503.5 
110.8 113.6 
16.8 19.9 
4.4 5.6 
9.6 11.0 
94.0 93.7 
41.8 42.6 
9.9 8.8 
3.1 3.4 
4.3 4.3 
7.2 7.4 
13.1 14.6 
4.2 4.1 
52.2 51.1 
7.0 6.4 
6.0 5.2 
2.9 2.8 
16.7 17.3 
5.4 5.4 
3.2 3.1 
9.9 9.7 
8.1 8.1 
1.1 1.2 
389.5 389.9 
21.9 21.5 
21.9 23.3 
98.9 97.7 
18.0 18.1 
30.0 30.2 ' 
25.0 24.8 
9.8 9.5 
11.0 10.9 
122.6 123.6 
6.6 7.4 
12.4 12.6 
46.7 46.0 
17.8 17.9 
81.4 81.1 
0.0 0.0 
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PORTLAND MSA 
,, 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
120.9 120.2 120.1 37.2 36.8 37.6 
19.3 18.8 20.1 9.4 9.3 9.5 
4.4 4.1 5.1 1.4 1.3 1.5 
1.0 0.9 1.2 n/a n/a n/a 
3.0 2.9 3.5 n/a n/a n/a 
14.9 14.7 15.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 
7.1 6.9 7.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
1.6 1.6 1.6 n/a n/a n/a 
2.3 2.3 2.4 n/a n/a n/a 
(d) (d) (d) n/a n/a n/a 
3.2 3.0 3.2 n/a n/a n/a 
7.8 7.8 7.8 5.8 5.8 5.8 
2.3 2.2 2.3 n/a n/a n/a 
(d) (d) (d) n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
(d) (d) (d) n/a n/a n/a 
1.5 1.5 1.5 n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
1.1 1.0 1.0 1.7 1.8 1.6 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
2.9 3.1 3.0 4.1 4.0 4.2 
101.6 101.4 100.0 27.8 27.5 28.1 
5.4 5.3 5.6 1.4 1.4 1.4 
9.0 9.1 9.0 1.9 1.9 2.1 
25.6 25.4 25.2 7.6 7.3 7.5 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
7.3 7.2 7.1 n/a n/a n/a 
12.5 12.5 12.1 2.0 2.0 2.1 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
33.1 32.9 32.2 10.6 10.6 10.7 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
1.9 1.9 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.3 
14.1 14.3 14.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
--
Fi 
" 
~ 
1'1 
lJ Employment figures relate to full- and part -time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private 
households, proprietors, self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. 2/ Includes Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes: Statewide -
25, 32, 38, 39; Portland - 24, 25, 32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39. 'JI Includes SIC codes: Statewide - 28, 29; Portland - 20, 22, 23, 26, 30; Lewiston - 20, 22, 23, 26, 
27 . ~ Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months . n/a - data not available in sufficient detail for 
publication. * Less than 50. (d) Nondisclosure item. Source: Nonfarm wage and salary employment by place of work and earnings, and workweek of 
production workers in manufacturing industries are developed by the Maine Bureau of Employment Security in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics . • 4 . 
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Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
AREA 1/ 
MAINE-STA TEWIDE(OOO) ............. . 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA ...................................... . 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ..................... . 
Portland MSA ..................................... . 
Portsmouth-Dover 
Rochester MSA .................................. . 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ............................................... . 
Bath-Brunswick ................................. . 
Belfast. ................................................ . 
Biddeford ............................................ . 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset .............. . 
Calais-Eastport ................................... . 
Caribou-Presque Isle .......................... . 
Central Penobscot. ............................. . 
Dover-Foxcroft. .................................. . 
Ellsworth ............................................. . 
Farmington ......................................... . 
Fort Kent-Allagash ............................ . 
Greenville ........................................... . 
Houlton ............................................... . 
Kittery-York 3/ .................................. .. 
Lincoln-Howland ............................... . 
Livermore Falls .................................. . 
Madawaska-Van Buren ..................... . 
Millinocket-East Millinocket. ........... . 
Norway-Paris ...................................... . 
Patten-Island Falls .............................. . 
Rockland ............................................. . 
Rumford .............................................. . 
Sanford ................................................ . 
Sebago Lakes Region ....................... .. 
Skowhegan ......................................... . 
Southwest Penobscot ......................... . 
Waterville ........................................... . 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND STA TES (000) 
Connecticut------------------------------
Massachusetts---------------------------
New Hampshire-------------------------
Rhode Island-----------------------------
Vermont----------------------------------
NEW ENGLAND STA TES (000)----
UNITED ST A TES (000)---------------
Footnotes 
LABOR FORCE 2/ 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
644.2 642.4 644.6 
47,100 46,700 47,700 
44,200 44,100 44,100 
135,000 134,600 132,300 
n/a n/a 142,400 
37,230 
32,630 
12,360 
28,050 
15,860 
16,050 
22,540 
2,990 
7,210 
26,760 
14,110 
5,830 
1,220 
7,140 
29,280 
5,760 
6,420 
4,310 
4,220 
12,410 
2,690 
20,240 
9,220 
16,820 
12,950 
25,190 
11,250 
27,090 
37,330 
32,470 
12,680 
27,580 
15,120 
16,060 
22,450 
3,090 
7,210 
26,050 
14,370 
6,080 
1,320 
7,050 
29,150 
5,820 
6,190 
4,230 
4,160 
12,280 
2,740 
20,460 
9,480 
16,960 
13,220 
24,580 
11,380 
27,580 
36,710 
33,810 
12,800 
28,910 
15,850 
16,270 
22,180 
3,040 
7,440 
26,430 
14,340 
5,640 
1,310 
6,990 
30,500 
5,790 
5,590 
4,200 
4,340 
12,230 
2,650 
20,040 
9,510 
17,320 
12,800 
24,910 
11,460 
27,520 
n/a 1,781.5 1,781.4 
3,089.0 3,137.0 3,111.4 
n/a n/a 636.1 
516.5 514.0 508.7 
306.2 304.8 305.3 
n/a n/a 6,987.5 
125,878 125,797 124,727 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
592.7 588.0 590.6 
44,200 43,400 44,500 
39,900 39,400 39,500 
127,700 126,600 124,400 
n/a n/a 134,700 
34,570 
30,840 
10,850 
25,810 
14,870 
14,110 
20,070 
2,620 
6,540 
24,330 
12,800 
5,050 
l,Q30 
6,510 
28,030 
4,980 
5,900 
3,830 
3,720 
11,050 
2,260 
18,7.70 
8,270 
15,250 
11,910 
22,280 
9,860 
24,880 
34,580 
30,530 
10,820 
25,040 
14,040 
14,130 
19,970 
2,690 
6,560 
23,240 
13,170 
5,360 
1,180 
6,550 
27,640 
5,160 
5,610 
3,770 
3,690 
10,920 
2,400 
18,630 
8,580 
15,200 
12,130 
21,770 
9,890 
25,300 
34,240 
31,960 
11,130 
26,220 
14,970 
13,990 
19,860 
2,670 
6,630 
24,130 
12,880 
4,870 
1,120 
6,440 
29,210 
5,000 
5,010 
3,710 
3,810 
10,640 
2,190 
18,350 
8,430 
15,580 
11,670 
22,000 
9,920 
25,490 
n/a 1,649.5 1,670.9 
2,823.0 2,823.0 2,851.8 
n/a n/a 589.7 
467.1 468.0 467.1 
283.5 283.2 283.2 
n/a n/a 6,453.3 
116,933 116,106 116,678 
Number 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
51.4 54.4 54.1 
2,900 
4,300 
7,300 
n/a 
2,660 
1,800 
1,510 
2,240 
980 
1,940 
2,470 
370 
680 
2,430 
1,320 
780 
190 
630 
1,260 
790 
530 
480 
500 
1,370 
440 
1,480 
950 
1,560 
1,050 
2,920 
1,390 
2,200 
3,200 
4,700 
8,000 
n/a 
2,740 
1,930 
1,860 
2,540 
1,090 
1,920 
2,490 
410 
650 
2,810 
1,190 
720 
140 
500 
1,510 
660 
580 
470 
460 
1,360 
350 
1,830 
890 
1,760 
1,090 
2,810 
1,490 
2,280 
n/a 132.0 
266.0 315.0 
n/a n/a 
49.5 46.0 
22.8 21.6 
3,200 
4,500 
7,900 
7,700 
2,470 
1,850 
1,670 
2,690 
880 
2,270 
2,320 
370 
810 
2,300 
1,460 
760 
190 
560 
1,290 
790 
590 
490 
530 
1,580 
460 
1,690 
1,080 
1,730 
1,130 
2,910 
1,540 
2,030 
110.5 
259.6 
46.4 
41.6 
22.2 
n/a n/a 534.4 
8,945 9,691 8,049 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
Percent of 
Labor Force 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
8.0 
6.2 
9.8 
5.4 
n/a 
7.2 
5.5 
12.2 
8.0 
6.2 
12.1 
11.0 
12.3 
9.4 
9.1 
9.3 
13.3 
15.7 
8.8 
4.3 
13.6 
8.2 
11.1 
11.7 
11.0 
16.2 
7.3 
10.3 
9.3 
8.1 
11.6 
12.4 
8.1 
n/a 
8.6 
n/a 
9.6 
7.4 
n/a 
7.1 
8.5 
6.9 
10.6 
5.9 
n/a 
7.4 
6.0 
14.6 
9.2 
7.2 
12.0 
11.1 
13.1 
9.0 
10.8 
8.3 
11.9 
10.8 
7.1 
5.2 
11.4 
9.3 
11.0 
11.1 
11.1 
12.6 
9.0 
9.4 
10.4 
8.2 
11.4 
13.1 
8.3 
7.4 
10.0 
n/a 
8.9 
7.1 
n/a 
7.7 
8.4 
6.6 
10.3 
6.0 
5.4 
6.7 
5.5 
13.0 
9.3 
5.5 
14.0 
10.5 
12.2 
10.9 
8.7 
10.1 
13.5 
14.3 
8.0 
4.2 
13.6 
10.5 
11.6 
12.2 
13.0 
17.5 
8.5 
11.3 
10.0 
8.8 
11.7 
13.5 
7.4 
6.2 
8.3 
7.3 
8.2 
7.3 
7.6 
6.5 
11 Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas are by place of residence and are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made 
independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates for the 
state. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. Data are rounded for publishing purposes. Employment and unemployment may not add 
to labor force due to rounding. MSA - Metropolitan Statistical Area. n/a indicates that the information was not available at the time of printing. 
2J Current figures preliminary; last month and year ago figures revised. 
3J Kittery-York is the eight-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester MSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire. 
Source: These data are developed by the Maine Bureau of Employment Security in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
ITEM 
Number of continued-week claimants* 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment 
This 
Month 
21,609 
STATEWIDE 
Last Year 
Month Ago 
26,104 29,617 
PORTLAND MSA 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
3,248 3,944 4,550 
Continued-week claimants are less partials for week including the 12th of the month. 
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LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This Last 
Month Month 
1,836 2,290 
Year 
Ago 
2,533 
Family Incomes and Poverty Rates 
Maine Counties, 1989 
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The Maine Bureau of Employment Security is affiliated with the U.S. Employment and Training Administration and is a Federal-State Statistical Program Cooperative Representative of the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 
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